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indexed. Not illustrated. 1864 Excerpt: .of the worship of St. Thomas of Canterbury (as Becket after
canonization was called) that the riches of his shrine exceeded even those of Walsingham Abbey, which excited
the cupidity of Henry VIII. and contributed to bring on the Reformation. Erasmus tells us of them, that The least
valuable part was gold; every part glistened, shone, and sparkled with rare and very large jewels, some of them
exceeding the size of a goose egg- Ujt garmoutij Sutdj. on TOWN CHEST. COMMVMCATED BY CHARLES JOHN
PALMER, ESQ., F.S.A. The word Hutch, derived from the Anglo-Saxon hwaecca, signified a large chest or strong
box, in which corporations, both civil and ecclesiastical, as well as families, kept their charters, title-deeds,
money, and other valuable effects. Caxton, in his Book for Travellers, says These thinges set ye in your whutche
(huche) or cheste; your jewellis in your forcier (casket); that they be not stolen. 1 James Gresham, writing to
John Paston in 1455, (as wo learn from that mine of information the Paston Letters) says they rifled his Hutch.
In churches they were used to contain sacred relics, plate, altar-cloths, and the rich vestments of the priests.
They were most commonly framed of wood and were frequently elaborately carved in panels and adorned
with shields of arms and other devices. The interior of the lid was frequently painted; and in church chests
scriptural subjects were most commonly introduced, Adam and Eve in the garden being a favourite one. 1 1...
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