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and funerals you attend to show the not-so-visible side of what occurs. The picture can be marvelously heroic,
deeply inspiring, fun, hilarious, tragic, angering, or disgustingly pathetic. The one thing certain is that you will
see a comprehensive portrait of the human condition, the assorted things we people do when we marry and
bury one another. We are at our best and our worst, and we reveal it clearly. The purpose of Matching and
Dispatching is to entertain and provide enjoyment, but also to show a rich, usually hidden side of the pastor's
world, the pastor being the chief architect behind weddings and funerals. To this end, Jim Chatham has drawn
from his four decades of experience as a Presbyterian pastor. Endorsements: ''Storytelling is an art of every
culture whose purpose is to structure meaning of life experiences. In Matching and Dispatching, Jim Chatham
has captured everyday stories that pastors experience. Written by a master storyteller, these narratives find a
way to your heart. They evoke and confront memories of what it means to be a minister and a member of the
Christian community.'' --James A. Hyde Former director, Marriage and Family Therapy Program Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary '''As we live,' King Lear said to Cordelia, 'we take upon us the mystery of
things.' James Chatham's intriguing pastoral remembrances are deep musings on what Phillips Brooks so
poignantly signified as 'the hopes and fears of all the years.' These winsome stories, about the better and lesser
angels in each of us, recall into our presence Reinhold Niebuhr's profound reflection 'that the mystery of
human selfhood...
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