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approaching when History will be attempted on quite other
principles; when the Court, the Senate, and Battlefield,
receding more and more into the background, the Temple, the
Workshop and Social Hearth, will advance more and more into
the foreground; and History will not content itself with shaping
some answer to that question: How were men taxed and kept
quiet then? but will seek to answer this other infinitely wider
and higher question: How and what were men then? Not our
Government only, or the House wherein our life was led, but
the Life itself we led there, will be inquired into. Of which latter
it may be found that Government, in any modern sense of the
word, is, after all, but a secondary condition: in the mere sense
of Taxation and Keeping quiet, a small, almost a pitiful one.--
Meanwhile let us welcome such Boswells,...
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