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Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.The eighteenth century may be said to begin with the
Revolution of 1688; for, with its completion, the dogma of
Divine Right disappeared for ever from English politics. Its
place was but partially filled until Hume and Burke supplied the
outlines of a new philosophy. For the observer of this age can
hardly fail, as he notes its relative barrenness of abstract ideas,
to be impressed by the large part Divine Right must have
played in the politics of the succeeding century. Its very
absoluteness made for keen partisanship on the one side and
the other. It could produce at once the longwinded rhapsodies
of Filmer and, by repulsion, the wearisome reiterations of
Algernon Sidney. Once the foundations of Divine Right had
been destroyed by Locke, the basis of passionate controversy
was absent. The theory of a social contract never produced in
England the enthusiasm it evoked in France, for the simple
reason that the main objective of Rousseau and his disciples
had already been secured there by other weapons. And this has
perhaps given...
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