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many fragile wooden forms until it became the first bridge built of stone since the Roman invaders. With over
two hundred houses and shops built directly upon the bridge, it was a wonder of the world until it was
dismantled in 1832. In this stunningly original novel, Old London Bridge is as much a living, breathing character
as its architect, the priest Peter de Colechurch, who began work on it in 1176, partly to honor Archbishop
Thomas a Becket, murdered in Canterbury Cathedral. In 1665, the year of the Great Plague, Peter s history is
unknown, but Daryl Braintree, a young poet living on the bridge, resurrects him through inspired flights of
imagination. As Daryl chronicles the history of the bridge and composes poems about it, he reads his work to
his witty mistress, who prefers making love. Among other key characters is Lucien Redd, who as a boy was
sexually brutalized by both Puritans and Cavaliers during the English Civil War before being kidnapped off
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