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Excerpt: . . . 11 are not imposed on American horse meat. Congress has passed several amendments in the past
to end horse slaughter for consumer consumption, but the USDA has not implemented an outright ban. When
Congress cut USDA funding for inspections of the horse meat, the plants started paying USDA on a fee-for-
service basis, continuing inspections. It is time we passed legislation that would permanently ban this practice
and end horse slaughter for human consumption. And again, Mr. Chairman, I am glad that the panelists are
here today, and normally from Texas, I would support--but in this case, since two of three plants are in Texas, I
am going to make an exception for my rule, that is why I am a co-sponsor of this bill and I am looking forward
to the markup tomorrow, Mr. Chairman. M. S. I thank the gentleman. Mrs. Cubin. R TEARNS M. C. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. I would like to make it RS UBIN clear right now, at the very beginning, that if you believe in the
humane treatment of animals, this bill takes us a step backwards. If you believe in preserving a balanced and
natural ecosystem, this bill moves us in the wrong direction. If you believe in personal property rights, this bill
represents an assault on that uniquely American ideal. Speaking of an American ideal, there are many here
today who will say that we are slaughtering young, strong horses, which...
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