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.named Tom, Dick, and Harry, all merry and good-natured
lads, though a little given to mischief. Their parents were very
fond cf them; but it was a great grief to the Lady Mayoress that
she had no daughter to be a companion to her during the long
hours in which her husband was engaged in administering
justice and presiding at meetings. As soon as the boys were
able to run about, it was found impossible to keep them much
at home. Indeed, it was not desirable to do so, for they did their
best to turn the Mansion-House into a perfect bear-garden,
raising such a din that their worshipful father could scarcely
hear himself making a speech, fighting with the pages,
splashing mud over the silk stockings of the footmen, putting
cobblers wax on the chair of the Chief Clerk, laughing outright
in the very wig...
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