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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 68 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.2in.Pragmatism By D. l. Murray. Philosophies
Ancient and Modern. Pragmatism is a philosophical tradition centered on the linking of practice and theory. It
describes a process where theory is extracted from practice, and applied back to practice to form what is called
intelligent practice. Important positions characteristic of pragmatism include instrumentalism, radical
empiricism, verificationism, conceptual relativity, and fallibilism. There is general consensus among
pragmatists that philosophy should take the methods and insights of modern science into account. Charles
Sanders Peirce (and his pragmatic maxim) deserves most of the credit for pragmatism, along with later
twentieth century contributors, William James and John Dewey. Mr. Murrays youthful modesty insists that his
study of Pragmatism needs a sponsor; this is not at all my own opinion, but I may take the opportunity of
pointing out how singularly qualified he is to give a good account of it. In the first place he is young, and youth
is an almost indispensable qualification for the appreciation of novelty; for the mind works more and more
stiEly as it grows older, and becomes less and less capable of absorbing what is new. Hence, if our great
authorities lived for ever, they would become complete Struldbrugs. This is the justification of death from the
standpoint of social progress. And as there is no subject in which Struldbruggery is more rampant than in
philosophy, a youthful and nimble mind is here particularly needed. It has given Mr. Murray an eye also to the
varieties of Pragmatism and to their connections. Secondly, Mr. Murray has (like myself ) enjoyed the advantage
of a severely intellectualistic training in the classical philosophy of Oxford University, and in its premier
college,...
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