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Future Ref AFer enduring, for nearly eight months, the horrors of a Southern prison, I found myself, almost on
the very morning of my enfranchisement, (with a heart overflowing with joy, and sincerely thankful to that
Providence which had so mercifully protected me from the ills and dangers of my incarceration, ) suddenly
stripped of my happiness, and my liberty again restricted by the action of my own Government - which, for
three years, I had manfully striven to uphold. On the very point of returning to my family, I was arrested by an
order of the Secretary of War, and directed to confine myself to the limits of Willard s hotel. Conscious of no
crime, I cheerfully yielded to the orders of my superior o8icer - confidently believing that a brief period would
place me in possession of the allegations against me, to which I had little doubt of making a satisfactory reply.
The fact of my arrest being announced in the public journals, my friends, both military and civil, hastened to
express their confidence in my honor, by personal visits. Among them was one who, more conversant with
military usage than myself, intimated that the course pursued in my case was unusual and severe. Outraged at
this information, I immediately called on my former commander and always friend - James S. Wadsworth, then
temporarily stopping at the hotel. Confiding...
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