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Summary: Praise for The Dispensable Nation : "In The Dispensable Nation , Nasr delivers a devastating portrait
of a first-term foreign policy that shunned the tough choices of real diplomacy, often descended into pettiness,
and was controlled "by a small cabal of relatively inexperienced White House advisers.". The Dispensable
Nation constitutes important reading as John Kerry moves into his new job as secretary of state. It nails the
drift away from the art of diplomacy -- with its painful give-and-take -- toward a U.S. foreign policy driven by
the Pentagon, intelligence agencies and short-term political calculus. It holds the president to account for his
zigzags from Kabul to Jerusalem. The Dispensable Nation is a brave book. Its core message is: Diplomacy is
tough and carries a price, but the price is higher when it is abandoned." --Roger Cohen , New York Times " The
Dispensable Nation is an indispensable book. Taking us into the secretive world of high-level American foreign
policy, Vali Nasr shares astounding, previously unrevealed details about the Obama administration''s dealings
with Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran. But Nasr doesn't just spill secrets-he also charts a path forward,
advancing an insightful prescription for how the United States can regain its lost influence. This provocative
story is a must-read for anyone who cares about America's role in the world." --Rajiv Chandrasekaran , author
of Little America and Imperial Life in the Emerald City . "An original, powerful, and provocative critique of
American foreign policy under President Obama." --George Packer , author of The Assassins' Gate: America in
Iraq "Vali Nasr was in the room during key moments of the Obama administration''s first two years as it faced
some of its most important foreign policy challenges....
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