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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 241 x 188 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Recent years have seen a re-examination of the Golden Age of Antarctic
Exploration. Roland Huntford in his excellent books The Last Place on Earth and Shackleton helped to debunk
the myth of the glorious failure (Scott the Martyr) as an example to follow. The greatest tale of this age was
surrounded by no great tales of hardship, no honeyed or sanitised versions of the deed. In this book we hear in
the words of the greatest exponent of the art of polar travel, the story of that rarest of plans - the perfectly
executed coup. For a coup it was. When Amundsen turned from the North Pole to the South after the question
of the great nail had been settled by Cook Peary, his decision was treated in many sectors (most notably an
unbalanced and jingoistic British Press) as underhanded and double dealing. Amundens account of the
reasoning behind it makes clear that any deceit was necessary to ensure no forestalling of his plans by others -
not only Scott. To ensure the future of his extended plan (the drift across the Arctic which was eventually
carried out in the Maud) he knew the Press Barons would need an exclusive and juicy story. The South Pole
would give him this currency. The book is written in an honest and clean style - an extension of the Man and his
nature. The hardships faced are almost disguised by the simple tale of their telling. To strike up an unknown
glacier and forge his way over virgin ground on the way to the polar plateau and the Pole itself displays
fortitude and grit we can only marvel at in todays...
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